SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2007

VOL. LV NO.7

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
February 17—February 23
EACH MASS IS OFFERED FOR
THE INTENTIONS OF EVERYONE
PRESENT AND FOR THE FOLLOWING:
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17

4:00 p.m. Monsignor Francis Boeshans; James R.
Cresson; Mrs. Harry McCall, Jr.; Marlene
Morris; In Thanksgiving

5:30 p.m. Lester Lois Boudreaux; Jack Lingenfelter
SUDAY, FEBRUARY 18

8:00 aam. Members of St. Patrick’s Church
(Propopulo)

9:30 am. Garrison Luke Barnett; Roberta Wynne
Bruley; Jane O’Brien Chatelain; John M.
Coogan; Charles Gegg; Dr. Alfred Edmund
Ramirez, Jr.; John H. Schroder, Jr.; Mr. &
Mrs. Jim Silvestri; Joe Tonsmeire

11:00 am. Thomas Ashton Newbig, Jr.; Nolan &
Lambert Families; Eva Temento

5:30 p.m. Helen McCarthy
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19

11:30 a.m. Purgatorial List

12:00 p.m. Souls in Purgatory
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20

11:30 a.m. Souls in Purgatory

12:00 p.m. Angelina Gattuso
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21

11:30 a.m. Purgatorial List

12:00 p.m. Stephen Andrew Losee; John H. Schroder,
Jr.; Stella LeCompte Springman
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22

11:30 a.m. Eva Temento

12:00 p.m. Joseph Maselli, III
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23

11:30 a.m. Purgatorial List

12:00 p.m. Eula Estay

TRIDENTINE LATIN MASS—Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Quinquagesima Sunday

Solemn High Mass—First Sunday of the month.

Benediction—Third Sunday after the 9:30 a.m. Mass.
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CARNIVAL SEASON CANCELLATIONS
Sunday, February 18, 2007

Coffee and doughnuts after the morning Masses.

Adoration and Benediction.

TENEBRAE—SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2007

A Service of Darkness (a Meditation on the Passion
and Death of Christ) by Hal Hopson will be presented
by the Choir and Readers on February 25, 2007, the
First Sunday of Lent, at 7:30 p.m. Security will be
provided. For more information: 525-4413.

STAY INFORMED...
Log on to St. Patrick’s website: www.oldstpatricks.org

SUNDAY OFFERING—February 10, 2007
First Collection $ 12,314
Second Collection®* $§ 2,109
* Restoration and Maintenance

MASS AND RECTORY OFFICE SCHEDULE
FEBRUARY 17—FEBRUARY 21

Saturday, Feb. 17 4:00p.m. and 5:30p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 18 8:00a.m.; 9:30a.m. and 11:00a.m.
Church closes after the 11:00a.m. Mass

Monday, Feb. 19 11:30a.m. and 12:00p.m.
Rectory office closed.

Tuesday, Feb. 20

ASH WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE
FEBRUARY 21, 2007

Masses—11:00a.m.; 11:45a.m.; 12:30p.m. and 5:00p.m.

Church and rectory office closed.

Distribution of Ashes—At all Masses
Confessions—Before the Masses

LENTEN SCHEDULE
Way of the Cross—Every Friday after the 12:00p.m. Mass

Confessions—Before the Masses

SPECIAL LENTEN SERIES

MARCH 4, 11 AND 18, 2007
A special Lenten series will be presented between the 9:30a.m. and
11:00a.m. Sunday Masses by Dr. James Jacobs, Professor of
Philosophy at Notre Dame Seminary. The theme: Foundation of the
Spiritual Life, A Transcendental Mediation.

SAINT PATRICK'S RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE

The group, led by Father Klores, will pray a rosary in front of
Louisiana’s largest abortion facility, on the corner of Ridgelake Drive
and 20" St. in Metairie, Saturday, February 24, 2007 at 9:00a.m.
Prayers will be offered for the babies who are scheduled to be killed,
their mothers, and the conversion of our country. Everyone is invited!

TO BECOME A REGISTERED PARISHIONER OF

ST. PATRICK'S PARISH
Call the rectory office at 525-4413 if you would like to become an
active member of St. Patrick’s Parish.

THE MASS IS THE GREATEST FORM OF CHRISTIAN
CHARITY

To schedule a Mass, please fill out the Mass Form found in the
vestibule of the church and deliver it to the rectory office, or place it
in the collection basket.

PRAYERS FOR THE FAITHFUL

For the sick of our parish and those who have asked for our prayers
especially: Ree Alario; D. J. Ales; Harold Berrigan, Jr.; Michael
Brasset; Lillian Capozzi; Margie Case; Michelle Catalanatto; Tony
Clesi; Jim Clynch; Celestine Cook; John Copes; Jackie Dabdoub;
Grace Daigle; Ralph DeBlanc; Raymond DeBlanc; Regina Dillon; The
Dunlap Family; Joseph Ebberman; Donald Faust, Jr.; Mildred Flynn;
Anette Folse; Joseph French; John G. Fulcher; Frank Hemelt; Marie
Herty; Marilyn Kitto; Zivana Kovacevich; Brenda Lawson; Carrie
LeBoef; Albert Leonhard; Betty Leonard; Alton Lewis; Glenda
Liuzza; Dorothy Luquet; Reverend Val A. Mclnnes, O.P.; Irene
Mackenroth; Carol Mallette; Colin McInnis; Joseph Morales; Gerald
L. Moran, Jr.; Madeleine Nicoladis; Suzanne Nogues; Lucille Ogden;
Beverly Orillion; Robert Plaskas; J. Van Provosty; Hugh Ramsey;
Tom Roach; Charlene Taranto; Ashley Turkington; Eleanor Mary
Wells



SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI FOR LENT 2007
They shall look on Him whom they have pierced. (Jn 19:37)

Dear Brothers and Sisters!

“They shall look on Him whom they have pierced” (Jn
19:37). This is the biblical theme that this year guides our
Lenten reflection. Lent is a favourable time to learn to stay with
Mary and John, the beloved disciple, close to Him who on the
Cross, consummated for all mankind the sacrifice of His life
(cf. Jn 19:25). With a more fervent participation let us direct
our gaze, therefore, in this time of penance and prayer, at Christ
crucified who, dying on Calvary, revealed fully for us the love
of God. In the Encyclical Deus caritas est, I dwelt upon this
theme of love, highlighting its two fundamental forms: agape
and eros.

God’s love: agape and eros

The term agape, which appears many times in the New
Testament, indicates the self-giving love of one who looks
exclusively for the good of the other. The word eros, on the
other hand, denotes the love of one who desires to possess what
he or she lacks and yearns for union with the beloved. The love
with which God surrounds us is undoubtedly agape. Indeed, can
man give to God some good that He does not already possess?
All that the human creature is and has is divine gift. It is the
creature then, who is in need of God in everything. But God’s
love is also eros. In the Old Testament, the Creator of the
universe manifests toward the people whom He has chosen as
His own a predilection that transcends every human motivation.
The prophet Hosea expresses this divine passion with daring
images such as the love of a man for an adulterous woman (cf.
3:1-3). For his part, Ezekiel, speaking of God’s relationship
with the people of Israel, is not afraid to use strong and
passionate language (cf. 16:1-22). These biblical texts indicate
that eros is part of God’s very heart: the Almighty awaits the
“yes” of His creatures as a young bridegroom that of his bride.
Unfortunately, from its very origins, mankind, seduced by the
lies of the Evil One, rejected God’s love in the illusion of a self-
sufficiency that is impossible (cf. Gn 3:1-7). Turning in on
himself, Adam withdrew from that source of life who is God
Himself, and became the first of “those who through fear of
death were subject to lifelong bondage” (Heb 2:15). God,
however, did not give up. On the contrary, man’s “no” was the
decisive impulse that moved Him to manifest His love in all of
its redeeming strength.

The Cross reveals the fullness of God’s love

It is in the mystery of the Cross that the overwhelming power
of the heavenly Father’s mercy is revealed in all of its fullness.
In order to win back the love of His creature, He accepted to
pay a very high price: the blood of His only begotten Son.
Death, which for the first Adam was an extreme sign of
loneliness and powerlessness, was thus transformed in the
supreme act of love and freedom of the new Adam. One could
very well assert, therefore, together with Saint Maximus the
Confessor, that Christ “died, if one could say so, divinely,
because He died freely” (Ambigua, 91, 1956). On the Cross,
God’s eros for us is made manifest. Eros is indeed — as Pseudo-
Dionysius expresses it — that force “that does not allow the
lover to remain in himself but moves him to become one with
the beloved” (De divinis nominibus, IV, 13: PG 3, 712). Is there
more “mad eros” (N. Cabasilas, Vita in Cristo, 648) than that

which led the Son of God to make Himself one with us even to
the point of suffering as His own the consequences of our
offences?

“Him whom they have pierced”

Dear brothers and sisters, let us look at Christ pierced in the
Cross! He is the unsurpassing revelation of God’s love, a love in
which eros and agape, far from being opposed, enlighten each
other. On the Cross, it is God Himself who begs the love of His
creature: He is thirsty for the love of every one of us. The
Apostle Thomas recognized Jesus as “Lord and God” when he
put his hand into the wound of His side. Not surprisingly, many
of the saints found in the Heart of Jesus the deepest expression of
this mystery of love. One could rightly say that the revelation of
God’s eros toward man is, in reality, the supreme expression of
His agape. In all truth, only the love that unites the free gift of
oneself with the impassioned desire for reciprocity instills a joy,
which eases the heaviest of burdens. Jesus said: “When I am
lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men to myself” (Jn
12:32). The response the Lord ardently desires of us is above all
that we welcome His love and allow ourselves to be drawn to
Him. Accepting His love, however, is not enough. We need to
respond to such love and devote ourselves to communicating it to
others. Christ “draws me to Himself” in order to unite Himself to
me, so that I learn to love the brothers with His own love.

Blood and water

“They shall look on Him whom they have pierced.” Let us look
with trust at the pierced side of Jesus from which flow “blood
and water” (Jn 19:34)! The Fathers of the Church considered
these elements as symbols of the sacraments of Baptism and the
Eucharist. Through the water of Baptism, thanks to the action of
the Holy Spirit, we are given access to the intimacy of Trinitarian
love. In the Lenten journey, memorial of our Baptism, we are
exhorted to come out of ourselves in order to open ourselves, in
trustful abandonment, to the merciful embrace of the Father (cf.
Saint John Chrysostom, Catecheses, 3,14ff). Blood, symbol of
the love of the Good Shepherd, flows into us especially in the
Eucharistic mystery: “The Eucharist draws us into Jesus’ act of
self-oblation ... we enter into the very dynamic of His self-
giving” (Encyclical Deus caritas est, 13). Let us live Lent then, as
a “Eucharistic” time in which, welcoming the love of Jesus, we
learn to spread it around us with every word and deed.
Contemplating “Him whom they have pierced” moves us in this
way to open our hearts to others, recognizing the wounds
inflicted upon the dignity of the human person; it moves us, in
particular, to fight every form of contempt for life and human
exploitation and to alleviate the tragedies of loneliness and
abandonment of so many people. May Lent be for every
Christian a renewed experience of God’s love given to us in
Christ, a love that each day we, in turn, must “regive” to our
neighbour, especially to the one who suffers most and is in need.
Only in this way will we be able to participate fully in the joy of
Easter. May Mary, Mother of Beautiful Love, guide us in this
Lenten journey, a journey of authentic conversion to the love of
Christ. I wish you, dear brothers and sisters, a fruitful Lenten
journey, imparting with affection to all of you, a special
Apostolic Blessing.




